INSERT PRACTICE LETTERHEAD HERE

Subject: Prescribing Responsibility for Smoking Cessation Pharmacotherapy

Dear Colleagues,

We are writing to clarify our practice position regarding the prescribing of medications initiated as part of the Smoking Cessation Service.  Smoking cessation support and the associated pharmacotherapy are commissioned by Public Health within Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland (LLR). As these services are commissioned separately from core General Medical Services, the assessment, initiation, prescribing, monitoring and supply of smoking cessation medications remain the responsibility of the commissioned Smoking Cessation Service.

Our practice is therefore unable to routinely issue prescriptions for smoking cessation medications, including but not limited to nicotine replacement therapy (NRT), varenicline, cytisine or any other products supplied as part of the smoking cessation pathway.

Patients who require smoking cessation medication should continue to receive this directly from your commissioned services in accordance with local commissioning arrangements. Where a patient contacts the practice requesting further smoking cessation medication, they will be advised to contact your service directly. We would be grateful if your team could continue to provide patients with clear information regarding how to access ongoing supplies and support.

We remain committed to supporting patients to stop smoking and will continue to signpost patients to local smoking cessation services where appropriate.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Kind regards
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