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Central Midlands (Leicestershire, Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire)
Screening and Immunisation Team Update
W/C 25th February 2019
Please cascade to ALL staff, including GPs, Practice Nurses, Admin and Reception Staff

Immunisation Information  
•	Vaccine Updates December 2018 and January 2019 – for Information
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-update-issue-289-december-2018 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-update-issue-290-january-2019 

· FMD (Falsified Medicines Directive) 
We have has a small number of queries regarding FMD. MHRA are leading on this directive and CCG pharmacy leads are aware of the situation.  Although this regulation came into force on 9th February 2019, please be assured many vaccines will not be packaged in this way for a while.  There will be a phased release in 2019 and potentially into early 2020.
The December 2018 Vaccine Update held information on FMD and further information can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/implementing-the-falsified-medicines-directive-safety-features

·      Flu Vaccine ordering 2019/20
Please bear in mind that it was recommended that orders should have been placed by the end of February to ensure you have enough vaccine to immunise your eligible patients next season. After the difficulties of last year we are keen to support practices who encounter any problems early on so please get in touch if you have any concerns.



PGDs – for information and action
The following PGDs have been updated and were circulated to practices last week.  Please note that two of them do not become valid until 1st April.  They have been published on our website.
MenB PGD v04.00 (PHE publications gateway number: GW-100) valid from 1st March 2019.  This is a revised PGD to replace MenB PGD v03.00 (PHE publications gateway number: 2018058).  It has been reviewed early to reflect the contract changes relating to the permissible use of Immform supplies of 4CMenB and the removal of the products black triangle. 
MenB Risk Groups PGD v02.00 (PHE publications gateway number: GW-101) valid from 1st March 2019.  This is a revised PGD to replace MenB Risk Groups PGD v01.00 (PHE publications gateway number: 2016624) when it expires on 28 February 2019.

MenACWY Risk Groups PGD v02.00 (PHE publications gateway number: GW-102) valid from 1st March 2019.  This is a revised PGD to replace MenACWY Risk Groups PGD v01.00 (PHE publications gateway number: 2016625) when it expires on 28 February 2019.

Shingles PGD v08.00 (PHE publications gateway number: GW-138) valid from 1st April 2019.  This is a revised PGD to replace Shingles PGD v07.00 (PHE publications gateway number: 2015185) when it expires on 31 March 2019.

Pertussis PGD v04.00 (PHE publications gateway number: GW-139) valid from 1st April 2019  This is a revised PGD to replace Pertussis PGD v03.00 (PHE publications gateway number: 2015559) when it expires on 31 March 2019.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….


Screening Information

Cervical Screening

National Public Health England (PHE) Cervical Screening Campaign

On Tuesday 5th March 2019, Public Health England, with support from NHS England, will launch the first ever national cervical screening campaign to inspire eligible women to attend for cervical screening. The campaign aims to:
 
• Highlight the risks of cervical cancer 
• Highlight the preventative benefits of the often misunderstood screening test 
• Encourage women of all ages to respond to their screening invitation 
• Encourage women to consider booking an appointment if they have missed previous invitations 
• Tackle issues of fear and embarrassment 

A PHE blog was issued advising stakeholders of the campaign in November 2018: 
https://phescreening.blog.gov.uk/2018/11/30/phe-to-launch-national-cervicalscreening-campaign-in-march-2019/
 
Running for eight weeks, from 5th March until 28th April 2019, the campaign will include a new advertising campaign on TV, video on demand, social media and digital channels, in addition to media partnerships, and national and regional PR. Specific activity will target BAME and LGBTQ communities respectively. A range of free resources (printed, social and digital) will be provided to support the campaign on the PHE Campaign Resource Centre: 
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/85-cervical-screening-campaign

· Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland (LLR) – sample takers  

#DontFearTheSmear campaign

Embedded below is a copy of the letter describing the project that was issued to LLR sample-takers and practice managers recently.  This work came about in an attempt to raise awareness about cervical screening via the medium of social media with all women in the Leicester City geography.  Work on this project started over 18 months ago, well in advance of the news about the planned national campaign, and the decision was taken to continue with the local project as the aims of the campaigns are the same.  







· University Hospitals of Leicester (UHL) – Smear test drop in clinics on Saturday 9th March 2019
For information, colleagues in the colposcopy team at UHL are offering cervical screening for the community, for eligible women who are due or overdue their test – see the attached poster, which has been promoted via their social media channels: 


https://twitter.com/Leic_hospital/status/1093102887180427264
https://www.facebook.com/leicesterhospitals 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6498871850154618881

In addition, from Monday 11 until 15 March 2019, the colposcopy team is encouraging female UHL staff members who are due or overdue for a cervical smear test, to attend one of the many drop-in sessions running at the hospital sites over lunchtime during this week.



· Cervical Samples sent to Derby Cytology Laboratory for processing - 

Sample takers (Lincolnshire excluding the Welland practices, and including the two West Leicestershire CCG practices – Castle Donington and Measham Medical Unit) whose samples are sent to the Derby Cytology Laboratory at the University Hospitals of Derby and Burton will have been notified that the laboratory will fully adopt the Acceptance of Cervical Samples in Laboratories Guidance from the 1st April 2019.  A copy of the communication is attached for information.


[bookmark: _GoBack]
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Screening and Immunisation Team – where to direct your queries

General immunisation queries and any problems with immunisation payments and claims can be directed to england.llimms@nhs.net and PGDs can be found on our website https://www.england.nhs.uk/mids-east/info-professionals/ll-immunisation/.

General enquiries to:
Louise Fergusson on 0113 824 9515 / 07568 431900 
Louise.fergusson@nhs.net
or
Vanessa Robinson on 0113 825 3495 / 07714 772645
Vanessa.robinson3@nhs.net


Health Protection Team Contact Details 
The PHE Health Protection Team now operates an Acute Response Centre (ARC). To contact them dial 0344 225 4524 – option 1 and they will answer any immediate immunisation queries.
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Dear Clinician, 


I am writing to you as a cervical screening sample taker to inform you of an exciting new Cervical Screening health 


promotion launching on Monday 4th March, that we would like you to be part of. 


You are probably aware that Cervical Screening uptake within the UK is at an all-time low especially in the younger 


eligible population and highly populated urban areas with high deprivation.  We would like to do something about 


this and we would like your help to do it! 


We are representatives of a local collaborative that has members from De Montfort University, NHS England/Public 


Health England, Leicester City CCG, and Cancer Research UK.  Our aim is to increase awareness and potentially 


uptake of Cervical Screening by using social media as a medium. 


We believe that social media is underutilised when it comes to health promotion and that it is a perfect medium to 


improve awareness of and the importance of regular attendance for cervical screening. Especially (but not confined 


to) in the social media savvy demographic of 25-49 where uptake is most dramatically in decline.  


 


Here’s what we would like you to do - 


We would like you as a sample taker to ask your patients after their Cervical Screen if they would be happy to have 


their photo taken on their phone holding a placard with #Dontfearthesmear written on it.  Then request that the 


patient post it on social media and tag 5 friends with #Dontfearthesmear, this will only take 1-2 minutes. 


It is obviously important that it is the patient’s decision to participate and they are not coerced into taking part in the 


campaign. 


We would like as diverse a group of women as possible to take part. But we are not suggesting you ask every patient, 


just patients who using your judgment as a health care professional would be receptive to the request. 


It is expected that many women will say no, but if we can just get some to say yes and post on their accounts we 


may start a social media wave such as the Jo’s Trust “Smear for Smear” campaign or even the Ice Bucket Challenge 


(dreaming big).  


We will supply you with a #Dontfearthesmear pack with key messages for your patients and campaign posters  to 


place in reception and your clinic rooms, informing patients that they may be asked to take part and an example of 


the photos. 


Additionally, there will be dedicated social media pages on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn.  These pages 


will share the latest health promotion messages, research, and signposting to support. 


This social media campaign will run alongside a marketing campaign in Leicester City. This will target beauticians, 


hairdressers, and social “hangout” areas with posters and stickers with cervical screening myths such as “I haven’t 


shaved down there” and “I am not sexually active”.  


If you want to be part of this exciting health promotion and request a #Dontfearthesmear sample taker pack, please 


contact adam.williams@cancer.org.uk. 


Kind regards 


     


Mary Burke     Allison Brindley     Adam Williams   


Screening & Immunisation Co-ordinator  Senior Lecturer in Adult Nursing   CRUK Facilitator 


NHS England     De Montfort University 



mailto:adam.williams@cancer.org.uk
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University Hospitals of Leicester
NHS Trust


Be brave and face that fear
Be smart and get your smear


Any queries email the Colposcopy team cervicalsmear@uhl-tr.nhs.uk


General Hospital Gynaecology Services Unit (GSU) (Maternity entrance)
Royal Infirmary Gynaecology Outpatients (Ground floor Kensington building)
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Please note that the information below is shared in order to give advance notice to practices of the requirements of the guidelines for 

Cervical Screening: Acceptance of Cervical Samples in Laboratories Guidance

Implications for practices from the 1st April 2019

INFORMATION ENDORSED BY THE SCREENING QUALITY ASSURANCE SERVICE


Please find below a link to the Cervical Screening: Acceptance of Cervical Samples in Laboratories Guidance, produced by Public Health England, published 3 April 2017:

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/669132/Guidance-for-acceptance-of-cervical-screening-samples.pdf 


The purpose of this document is to improve the quality of service provided by the NHS Cervical Screening Programme (NHSCSP) by reducing the administrative and technical errors associated with cervical screening sample requests. 

Implementing this guidance will reduce: 


· the risk of women receiving incorrect screening 


· the number of women requiring repeat sampling due to incorrect / missing sample taker codes.

The University Hospitals of Derby & Burton NHS Foundation trust (UHDBFT) receive and process cervical screening samples from Lincolnshire.  From the 1st April 2019 this guidance will be fully implemented by Derby Cytology Laboratory.

Action Required for ALL Sample Takers

As a Sample Taker you are required to ensure that you:

· have received appropriate initial training to take cervical cytology samples

· understand how the programme operates and your responsibilities within it 


· keep yourself updated on programme developments and policy to avoid taking inappropriate tests (this is best carried out through 3-yearly updating)


· audit your practice routinely and be proactive in seeking advice should they identify any issues (should undertake and review a minimum of 20 samples annually)


· Ensure you have a valid PIN code for carrying out unsupervised screening tests. This PIN will be unique and must not be used by anyone else. 


· Ensure the Regional Sample Taker Database Register hold the CORRECT details for you (Name / PIN / practice address / Sample Taker Training – initial or update training)

· Ensure you know what code is held on the Database for you, use this and only this code. 

The Regional Sample Taker Database Support Service hosted by Kettering General Hospital (KGH) can be contacted at 



 kgh-tr.SDBSupport@nhs.net

What currently happens to samples with no PIN / incorrect PIN:

· All samples with an incorrect or missing PIN are error logged by the cytology laboratory and have a comment made on the report to say so

· This comment should specifically alert sample takers to the need to check their information and code held on the KGH database.

· The sample is processed and reported as usual


What will happen to these samples from 1st April 2019: 

· Samples with a missing / invalid sample taker PIN will be investigated by the cytology lab contacting the practice to verify who the sample taker was and what the correct PIN for that sample taker is.


· If the PIN cannot be verified the sample will be processed but reported as inadequate if no abnormal cells are seen.


· The sample will need to be repeated in 3 months.


· In line with the policy, it will be the sample takers’ responsibility to explain to women why their sample has been called inadequate and why a further sample is required.

Action for Lead Sample Takers, Practice Managers or Employers of Sample Takers: 

· Ensure you hold an up to date list of all Sample Takers within your practice/organisation and their PIN code. 


· Ensure that your staff will be able to respond to enquiries by the laboratory when they receive a sample without a PIN Number or where the PIN number appears invalid, 
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