 Appendix 11A 
Statements which imply a mode of dying rather than a cause of death 
Asphyxia 

Asthenia 

Brain Failure 

Cachexia 

Cardiac arrest 

Cardiac failure (Note: congestive cardiac failure should be regarded as an acceptable cause 

of death) 

Cardiovascular event/incident/accident 

Coma 

Debility (General) 

Exhaustion 

Heart failure (Note: congestive heart failure should be regarded as an acceptable cause 

of death) 

Hepatic failure 

Hepatorenal failure 

Kidney failure 

Liver failure 

Liver and kidney failure 

Renal failure 

Respiratory arrest 

Shock 

Syncope 

Uraemia 

Vagal inhibition 

Vasovagal attack 

Ventricular failure (Note: left or right ventricular failure should be regarded as an acceptable 

cause of death) 

Note: the simple qualification of the statements in the above list by the words ‘acute’ or 

‘chronic’ are not sufficient to make them acceptable.
